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Success of Immediate Functional Loading of Implants

Immediate loading, defined as implant loading within the first 24—48 hours after implant placement, has been an increasingly
active field of interest in implant dentistry. Results of a Cochrane systematic review evaluating the timing of loading suggested that

inmediately loading mandibular implants can be as effective as conventional loading protocols, leading clinicians to inquire whether

the same might be true for maxillary implants. This issue of Report on Prosthodontics reviews a series of articles related to the

success of immediate loading of implants.

Maxillary Functional
Loading: A 5-year
Retrospective Study

s immediate functional loading of the edentulous
Amandible came into vogue, many clinicians ques-

tioned whether this technique could be applied
to the edentulous maxilla. Degidi et al from the Uni-
versity of Bologna, Italy, evaluated the outcomes (im-
plant survival) for 43 consecutively enrolled patients
treated with immediately loaded cross-arch fixed provi-
sional restorations in the edentulous maxilla.

Researchers placed 388 implants, with a mean of 9 im-
plants per patient; 213 implants were placed in healed
bone, while 175 implants were placed postextraction.
Mesial and distal peri-implant crestal bone was measured
by calibrated examination of periapical radiographs fol-

lowing surgery (baseline) and at 12-month intervals. Im-
plant survival rate was evaluated based on:

B absence of pain or dysesthesia,
B absence of infection with suppuration,
B absence of mobility,

B crestal bone loss
<1.5 mm during the

first year of loading and Inside this issue:

B Functional Loading in the
Maxilla Using Flapless
Surgery

B crestal bone loss
<0.2 mm/year during
the following years.

Six implants failed within
the first 6 months. The
probability of an implant
surviving 5 years after

surgery was 97.08% and
99.54% for men and

B A Meta-analysis of
Loading Time

B Clinical Outcomes of
Immediate and Early
Loading in the Maxilla:
A Review
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